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VMware Resource ïWhy Choose VMware

ñWhy Choose VMwareò on www.vmware.com

www.vmware.com/go/whyvmware

tstephan@vmware.com

Competition Blogs:

ÅVirtual Reality

ÅvTeardown

ÅvCritical

http://www.vmware.com/go/whyvmware
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How do you make your decision 

from among all these vendors?

Virtualization Landscape: Crowded and Complex
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Why do We Even Need a Competitive Session?
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Most Robust, Reliable Foundation

Platform for Shared IT Services 

Complete Virtualization Management 

Support for Your Entire Infrastructure 

Customer Proven Solution 

éand it has to be the Lowest TCO Solution!!!

If the Hypervisor 

doesnôt work, 

nothing else does

Checklist of Core Requirements
Functionality needed in any virtualization solution
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VMware is a Proven Leader & Innovator
Our solutions are proven in enterprise datacenters

ESX Server 1.0

Á 1st x86 bare-metal 

hypervisor

Á 1st (and still only) 

transparent page sharing 

ESX Server 2.0

Á 1st virtual SMP (2-way)

Á 1st NIC teaming

Á HBA failover

Á NUMA host support

3 Generations of Products at 

a Consistent Price Point
VI3 / VC 2.0

Á HA

Á DRS

Á VCB

Á NAS & iSCSI Support

Á 4-way vSMP

Á 16GB per VM

ESX 3.5 / VC 2.5

Á Embedded, OS-free hypervisor

Á Guided Consolidation

Á Distributed Power Management

Á Update Manager

Á Storage VMotion

Á HA for guest failures

Á 256GB host memory support

Á 64GB per VM

Á Paravirt_ops/VMI

Á Large memory page & NPT 

support

Á NPIV

Á SATA local disks

Á 10GigE, Infiniband

Á TCP Segment Offload, jumbo 

frames

VirtualCenter 1.0

Á First centralized 

management of multiple 

hosts

Á VMotion ESX Server 2.5

Á SAN hardware support

Á Raw device mappings

Á Scripted installs for scale-

out deployments

Á CIM support for integration 

with stg mgmt products

Track record of continuous, consistent value

NEXT 

RELEASE
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VMware ESX: Even More Reliable than a Mainframe!
éexternal validation of VMware product reliability
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Customers Count on 
VMware ESX Reliability  

VMware ESX: #1 in Reliability

Large pharmaceutical customer: Over

four years of VMware ESX uptime!

Companies Trust Their Production Servers

to Run on VMware
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MSFT / Xen Architecture VMware Architecture
ÁTrue thin hypervisor

ÁNo general-purpose OS

ÁDirect driver model = I/O scaling

ÁDrivers optimized for VMs

ÁPage Sharing = Greater Density

ÁHypervisor owns the resources

ÁLarge general purpose OS in 
management partition

ÁIndirect driver model
ÁGeneric drivers in mgmt partition
ÁI/O bottlenecks under load
ÁMgmt OS & drivers are single 

point of failure

Hypervisor Architectures Do Matter


